
Chailey Heritage  
School

A non-maintained special school for children and 
young people aged 3-19, living with physical disabilities, 
complex medical and communication needs. 



Every day at Chailey is an opportunity to be 
curious, to explore, to learn and to have fun! 
For over 120 years, our Ofsted Outstanding school  
has brought life-changing opportunities to more than  
a thousand children and young people.

We will never, ever give up working  
with children, young people and their 

families to empower them to make their 
own choice at every stage in life. 

Welcome to
Chailey Heritage School

	� We are here for children and young people aged 3-19, 
living with physical disabilities, complex medical and 
communication needs 

	� We tailor our curriculum to each child and their own 
needs, to explore what’s possible together 

	� The expertise of our multi-disciplinary team is enhanced 
by our unique on-site partnership with the NHS 

	� Our outstanding facilities and services include a 
hydrotherapy pool, a farm, an immersive space and 
therapeutic horse riding 

Nurturing potential 

Each child and young person should 
have every opportunity to explore 
what’s possible - no matter the 
challenges. That’s why our expert 
multi-disciplinary team of highly trained 
teachers, therapists, technologists and 
specialist education assistants nurture 
the potential of every child and young 
person we work with. 
Our CHILD Curriculum puts each student at the 
centre of their own educational journey. Our 
partnership with on-site NHS colleagues, ensures 
we provide the very best provision of treatment and 
care to every young person, so parents and carers 
can have total peace of mind. 

Our Innovative CHILD Curriculum 
The Chailey Heritage Individual Learner Driven (CHILD) Curriculum is a 
bespoke curriculum created to accommodate each individual’s learning needs. 

Alongside each learner’s journeys, we also have a busy calendar of events, from Harvest Festival to our end-of-year 
Celebration Day. Pupils enjoy sensory sessions themed around holidays like Easter, Christmas, and Diwali, helping them 
engage with the world around them. Supported by teachers and education assistants, they also make seasonal gifts, 
join workshops with local drama and music groups, and go on school trips. 
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The CHILD Curriculum covers eight key areas: 
1.  �Communication 

2.  �Physical activity 

3.  �Accessing technology 

4.  �Social and emotional wellbeing 

5.  �Engagement and sensory support 

6.  �Functional skills 

7.  �Specific learning 

8.  Driving a powered wheelchair

Communication: Physical Activity:

All pupils at Chailey have some level  
of difficulty with communication.  
We believe that every individual has  
a need and a right to communicate. 

Working closely with Speech and 
Language Therapists, we develop a wide 
variety of Alternative and Augmentative 
Communication (AAC) approaches 
to meet the individual needs of our 
pupils. These range from subtle body 
language and sensory cues to advanced 
communication technologies. 

As part of their curriculum, all pupils at 
Chailey can take part in our extensive 
physical programme. Working closely 
with Physiotherapists and Occupational 
Therapists, a bespoke physical activity 
programme is developed for each student.

	� Bespoke sensory cues, including 
objects of reference and touch cues 

	� The Chailey Communication 
System designed by Speech  
and Language Therapists  

	� Voice Output Communication Aids 
(VOCAs)  

	� Eye-Gaze technology  

	� Makaton and British Sign Language 
(BSL) 

	� Rebound therapy  

	� Hippotherapy and therapeutic  
horse-riding   

	� Aquatics  

	� Games   

	� Trikes, walkers  
and standers 

	� Innowalk 

Specialist techniques  
and resources include: 

Activities include:  

Exploring the CHILD Curriculum



Please get in touch if you would like to know more or to arrange a visit

Our school has been rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted since 2007.  
This reflects the commitment and ambition of our highly skilled 
multi-disciplinary team to nurture the potential of every young 
person. Scan the QR code to read our Ofsted report.

Registered Charity No. 1075837 and Company limited  
by Guarantee No. 3769775 (England)

Chailey Heritage Foundation
Haywards Heath Road, North Chailey, Lewes, East Sussex  BN8 4EF
t: 01825 724444     e: office@chf.org.uk     www.chf.org.uk

Driving a powered wheelchair: Leading Innovation:

Every young person has the opportunity to experience 
appropriate forms of powered mobility. Our award-
winning engineering team have developed a range of 
advanced assistive technologies to develop driving 
skills and aid independence.

We have a dedicated Engineering and Assistive 
Technology department who work on innovative 
solutions to help pupils interact with their environment 
and provide them with new control opportunities, as 
well as enabling them to move around independently. 

	� Versatile magnetic 
track system 

	� Powered standers  

	� Universal Power Base   

	� Effort reduction 
wheelchair – making 
free-driving easier   

	� Voice-activated 
platforms 

	� Adapt, modify and problem-solve issues with equipment  

	� Mount equipment for optimal use by the student   

	� Carry out on-site repairs    

	� Design and manufacture bespoke equipment 

Having the breadth of this service  
in a school setting is unique  
to Chailey Heritage School. 

These include: Working in partnership with the  
Rehabilitation Engineering Services team  
at Chailey Clinical Services allows us to:  

At Chailey Heritage Foundation, we believe every young person, no matter  
the challenges they face deserves the chance to grow, to choose and to thrive. 
Empowering independence and nurturing possibility is at the heart of everything we do.  

Our range of specialist services and facilities offer young people the opportunity  
to achieve so much more than anyone ever thought possible. 

Learning doesn’t just happen in the classroom
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